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=3} 30~40¢ A2l 1970 of w7} AJE] #2E 71 In 1970, just 43 years ago, the world held only two
EA= A AARCR H83} = of = A 9lith mega-cities, Tokyo and New York. Less than fifty years
U 20149 AR, B 509 wlho] w7k el 2378 & later in 2013, there are 23 mega-cities and over half of
ok on o] Z Ak o|afo| ofalolo] LXFH}. ol Hut them are in Asia. These mega-cities, urban areas with

more than 10 million people, are growing, and the United
1 ool fmel sgels WMEL GorE Ak 2 peopre. afe growing

7¥e Agolck, SAUN)Y wh2w, 2030d7H4 4 Al
oF 60%2] Q17 A AR A0 R S HE,

Nations predicts that 60% of the global population will

live in an urban center by 2030.

As urban centers grow, city leaders must rise to the

EAAZE A AR whet 2h EAlS] AmAEE T challenges of increasing populations, from building
ok QIEE71e} ofof] whg #H|7]E A A, Ad T waste management infrastructure, to increasing disaster
5 o8 7R g IAIE s asfof gtk o|E = A E5A oF preparedness. Cities are finding that their most important
718 BAISS wEA 8t 4= )= 7R gukae] vk tool in responding to these new demands is to learn from
AL T2 TAIS0] Ao R RE Bloi Aol AL their fellow urban centers.
wo ASo] wla BEsha gt As the largest network of cities and urban stakeholders

in the Asia Pacific region, CITYNET is the key to city-

A|EJS(CITYNET)-E obx|o} ejsopollal 71 2 A7
9 R YEaRA BAlR BA] 7Y EYA] %
23 A2jolet, HASE AlELlo] HEst wA), 79 ke

to-city networking. Members are accessing CITYNET

resources from municipalities, corporate partners,

multilateral organizations, and academic institutions to

Y, o7t 9 ske7 |8 Y EQAE S8ste] BAE identify best practices and proven solutions for their urban
Aol et AL}t HeE S 2 4= ok &, A development challenges. CITYNET is helping the cities of
w28y 0] TASo| TR LA|EQ] Jju AP oz HE] the future learn from the developments of the past.

kg 4= ol Qo] mEwel Aol

1 http://esa.un.org/unup/pdf/WUP2011_Highlights.pdf Page 7
2 http://www.preventionweb.net/files/646_10363.pdf Page 4
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What is CITYNET?

CITYNET is a network of 131 urban stakeholders in
the Asia Pacific region dedicated to finding solutions to
common urban challenges. With members ranging from
mega-cities to small non-governmental organizations, the
CITYNET network is a robust and vibrant community
with stores of collective wisdom and experience in the
field of sustainable development. These resources can be
categorized in four cluster areas, climate change, disaster
risk reduction, infrastructure and Millennium Development
Goals.

CITYNET was founded in 1987 with the support of the
United Nations and 27 member cities from the Asia Pacific
region. Yokohama City, Japan, graciously hosted the
CITYNET Secretariat from 1992-2012, providing financial
and administrative support. In early 2013, the Secretariat
relocated to Seoul, Republic of Korea.

In celebration of CITYNET’s relocation, esteemed
Professor Benjamin Barber stated, “We are entering a new
period of history. After 400 years of nation states trying
to govern the world unsuccessfully, our new century and
our new millennium will be a century of cities.” Building
on the global consensus that cities and urban centers are
the most important actors in sustainable development,
CITYNET is finding new ways to foster city-to-city
collaboration, greater partnerships and opportunities for

innovation.

JE2 20139 72| AE|U 23]l 1Y
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The 2013 CITYNET Seoul Congress

In November the CITYNET Secretariat and Seoul
Metropolitan Government held one of CITYNET’s largest
city-to-city networking events, the 2013 CITYNET Seoul
Congress. Over three hundred mayors, elected officials, and
multilateral organizations focused on the theme Innovative
Solutions for People-Friendly Cities. These policy makers
and leaders shared their urban development successes,
exchanged knowledge, and identified the next generation of
urban development challenges for their Asia Pacific cities.

The 2013 CITYNET Seoul Congress was a prime
example of CITYNETs role as a platform for the exchange
of urban solutions and ideas among urban stakeholders. By
bringing together over 300 experts and practitioners, the
Congress provided an unparalleled opportunity to create
new connections and networks.
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Sharing Solutions for an Urban
Future:

The 2013 CITYNET Seoul Congress was an opportunity
for CITYNET members to determine future priorities and
projects through discussion and elections. These decisions
took place at a series of legislative meetings, where
representatives from member cities and organizations fiercely
debated CITYNET’s direction in 2014.

At the 30th Executive Committee meeting on

November 3rd, much of the discussion centered around
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ARZE HIO] X7 HpE
[Mr. Vijay Jagannathan)

8l HSESEA| AIZ
(Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Government,
Republic of Korea)

MRSy WEY FIL e

(Governor of Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration, Thailand)

H2RslE  OPFLEIA AR, 22

[Mayor of Makat City Government, Philippines)
QFsi0tA|, Y2

(City of Yokohama, Japan)

S-2HHIOFA], QIZH|A|O}

(Surabaya City Government, Indonesia
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sARgel|, Bt
(Busan Metropolitan Government, Republic of
Korea)

SEE ANoJE, AzF7t
(Colombo Municipal Council, Sri Lanka)

CHIAl AL ESEHEAl
(Dhaka North City Corporation, Bangladesh)

tH(K)2l2 EAIRLIE|, ZEA
(Urban Community of Greater Lyon, France)

QUMESA| o=

(Incheon Metropolitan Government, Republic of
Korea)

Z7{#e| OfA|OIHAR, Ef=
(Asian Coalition of Housing Rights, Thailand)

diZ =AEE, g
[Municipal Association of Nepal, Nepal)

At LIZEAL 22T
(City of Naga, Philippines)
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new opportunities in Seoul. Ambassador Gun Tae
Lee emphasized Seoul’s commitment to CITYNET
and presented best practices that Seoul could share,
including transportation, open governance and water
management. President Gyeng Chul Kim of the Korea
Transport Institute, who has long served as a Deputy
Secretary General of CITYNET, also remarked on his
organization’s commitment to building urban sustainability
in transportation.

Over the remaining three days of the Congress,
participants met in small technical sessions focused
around the primary clusters of CITYNET, with in-depth
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discussion of issues related to each topic area, including

conversations on solid waste management, clean air action
plans, transportation efficiency and disaster resilience.

These discussions proved incredibly fruitful and
resulted in tangible, actionable outcomes. For example, in
the Millennium Development Goals session, presentations
by the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)
and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
spurred an active discussion about the future of the
Millennium Development Goal agenda. From this meeting
arose a proposal for a knowledge sharing platform between
cities to track MDG progress.

The Urban Stakeholders’ and Mayors’ Forums were
highlights of Tuesday, November 5th. The CITYNET
network includes a wide range of non-governmental
organizations and urban stakeholders, including
associations, advocacy groups, multi-lateral partners
and research institutions. At the Urban Stakeholders’
Forum, these diverse voices came together to share their

views. With discussions on a wide variety of issue areas,
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CITYNET members and partners acknowledged the
interconnectivity of urban development challenges.

CITYNET member PIEDAR (Pakistan Institute for
Environment Development Action Research) shared
their progress on gender-aware solid waste management
infrastructure. In a following presentation, CITYNET
member MaRGG (Management Resources for Good
Governance) outlined the challenges facing the urban poor
and how housing resources can create upward mobility.
These presentations and many more were followed by
expert panels of diverse urban development professionals
and innovators. In addition to domestic partners, numerous
international and corporate partners such as Microsoft,
UNDP, UNESCAP, and the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development all took part.

At the Mayor's Forum, chaired by Mayor Park Won
Soon of Seoul, mayors and deputy mayors presented
a best practice, challenge or project in their city.The
Mayor of Seberang Perai, Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif,
presented solid waste management challenges and
integrated solutions to foster cleaner, greener and healthier
cities. Mayors and Deputy Mayors from over 20 cities
participated in the forum, which identified opportunities
for future knowledge sharing, partnerships and cooperation
at the top levels of government.

In the midst of a full schedule, one of the most valuable
sessions of the Congress was the Donor and Partner
Matching Session. During this dedicated networking
event, partners distributed literature and met with member
representatives face-to-face to discuss opportunities
for collaboration. Members crowded around partner
representatives and jumped at the chance to discuss their
challenges with representatives from WBCSD, Microsoft,

UN Agencies, the Seoul Institute and more.

Solidify New Partnerships

The Congress also served as a platform to solidify new
partnerships with a range of organizations. CITYNET
was proud to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
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with the Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) focusing on expanding future opportunities for
collaboration and partnership. KOICA is a major overseas
development assistance source for the Asia Pacific, and
the Secretariat looks forward to matching underdeveloped
member cities with KOICA programs.

CITYNET and Microsoft CityNext signed a
Memorandum of Understanding focusing on delivering
innovative technology solutions to urban problems across
the network. As the first initiative from this agreement, the
Secretariat and Microsoft CityNext launched the CityApp
Kathmandu 2014 program. This innovative event brings
together developers, government officials, and citizens
to collaborate on technology applications to solve urban
challenges.

On Wednesday November 6th, Rockefeller Foundation
representative Michael Berkowitz presented the
Rockefeller 100 Resilient Cities Challenge to a crowded
audience. This program will prioritize the multi-faceted
issue of urban resilience by supporting a Chief Resilience
Officer to create and implement resilience planning at
the highest level of government for selected cities. Mr.
Berkowitz issued an open invitation to all CITYNET
member cities to apply for the 2014 cohort.

The 2013 CITYNET Seoul Congress
and Future Opportunities for Seoul

Seoul is often seen as a model of successful and rapid
urban development. The Congress allowed nearly 300
Congress participants to personally experience the people-
centered innovations of Seoul. The 2013 CITYNET Seoul
Congress was first and foremost a way to showcase the
Seoul Metropolitan Government’s (SMG) best practices
and development.

Many SMG officials took part, meeting and networking
with representatives from member cities. During the
Infrastructure Cluster Session, Mr. Deuk-mo Chang,
the Director of Urban Railway Equipment of Seoul
Metropolitan Government, presented his division’s best
practices, highlighting the TOPIS system and bus and
train integration. CITYNET members, always interested
in transportation developments, expressed a wish to learn
more about transportation, in future training programs
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hosted by SMG or KOTI.

A packed room greeted presenters at the Seoul Institute
Parallel Session on Tuesday, November 5th. Expert
practitioners listened eagerly to presentations on air
quality, solid waste, bus system innovations and Seoul’s
overall urban planning. The audience asked challenging
questions and offered insight from their own cities. The
Vice Mayor of Ulaanbaator, Mr. Ochirbat Sorogjoo,
discussed the challenges that rapid urbanization has
created for air quality in his own city, and expressed a
wish to take the lessons of Seoul Institute home.

CITYNET welcomes Seoul government departments
and institutions to connect with Asian cities through the
Secretariat in Seoul. The Secretariat team can facilitate
discussion and collaborative projects between Seoul and
member cities. With Seoul’s experience, innovation and
resources, CITYNET can work to foster people-friendly,
sustainable, and liveable cities across the Asia Pacific.

CITYNET's Future Projects and Plans

The CITYNET network is already building off of the
momentum created by the Congress, generating proposals,
solidifying connections, and contributing ideas for projects
and programs. The Congress was a launchpad for renewed
growth throughout the network. By incorporating the
ideas, contacts and energy that was created in November,
CITYNET is moving forward with a new urban agenda.

CITYNET continues to be a hub of information for
members and partners alike. Newsletters, publications,
CityVoices magazine and the CITYNET website share
information on programs and projects from across
the network. With a wide distribution network among
government officials across the Asia Pacific, CITYNET
publications are an influential voice among the urban
development field. Contributions from Seoul, as host city
of the Secretariat, are especially welcome.

CITYNET invites Seoul Metropolitan Government and
Seoul Institute to connect with the Secretariat at any time.
Our network is eager to benefit from Seoul’s best practices,
experience, and innovative solutions. Working together,
we can refocus urban development goals on sustainability
and people-centered policies. ([
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